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}TEXORANDT'X FOR THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

THROUGH THE UilDER SECRETARy Of DEFETSE FOR pOLtCy (.r E 2 ,,.-
SUBJECT: l{oroccan Rcquest for CBUs - ACTlOtl HEfiOMtlDUlt (U)

O ,n Aprll ibrocco r.guGstcd a lcttcrof offcr for 1000 GBUs (TeU A). yc
turncd doxn e slnller rGqucst last ycar. Thc lssuc ms ralssd agaln durlng
your vlslt end you agrccd to look lnto thc tn tter. Subsequcntly, one of thc
follor up actlons ldentlflcd xas to prGprrc. lettcr to Dcputy Sccrctory Glirk
on thls ttcr, for your slgneture.

Q ncr" arc son good reesons to prcss State to go aheed wlth thc sale:

- ilorocco ls clrcady uslng CBUs aupplled by Frlnce ln thc l{estcrn Sahara
(whlch should soryc to rcduca Congrcsrlonel opposltlon sqoradrat); hmvsr, thq
Frcnch dcslgncd rurnltlon ls lcss cffcctlvc than thc US nndcl, and rprc ergcnstvc
(drlch ls why l{orocco wlnts to buy CDUs frut us).

- CBUs rould bc partlcularly cffcctlvc at thc presGnt strgc ln thc Sthara
rar (xtrcn Pollsrrlo forccs attacklng rclnforccd ftoroccen poslIlonr are llkcly
to bc cxposcd ln relstlvaly open tcrraln).

- Thc srlc rculd furthcr cnhancc our mllltary relatlonshlp wlth llorocco at
a tlnc whcn urc arc re6klng rscess.rlghts to lloroccrn alrflclds for futurc StlA
contlngcnclcs.

- tJc could dcllvcr thc CBUs rapldty; t400 CBU ltl} llZ6OO cach),.nd 3OO CBU
58/B (St900 ccch) arc avatlable for lmridlate deltvary frocr ranalnlng tranlan
as3cts.

Q a".rgucnt cen also be nrdc to dcfcr the sata of thls typc of m,lnltlon to
l{orocco at thls Juncturc ln thc Saharen confllct:

- Thc srlc of e hlgh-vlslblllty and effcctlvc weepon llkc CBUg could lntcrfcrs
wlth the PG!c. proccss lnltlatcd at thc rrcant OAU srmnlt ln Nalrobt, wtrlch
wc strongly support. (flng Hcssan hes publlcly supportcd thls proccr! whlch
cntells a ceagcflrs followcd by a rcfcrcndrm on thG futurc of thc llartgrn
Sehare. An OAU lnplcmcntatlon cormlttcc tr to mcct bcfore thc end of August
to work out the dqtclls') ()ilitc.r r ,e Setrcrirr\ ()! l)crl.rsc S Ul.t.C. l itl
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- ilorocco would use the CBUs ln the Uestern Sahara wlth probably devastatlng
effcctlveness, leadlng to further crltlclsm that thc US has abendoned lts
neutral stance tonards the l,lestern Sahara lssue ln fayor of l{orocco.

- A sale of CBUs to l{orocco could attract special attentlon and crltlclsm
not only by lloroccors enemles abroad but by Congresslonal crltlcs of US arms
sa I es to llorocco.

- CBUs havc a special sensltivlty on the HIll because of the controversy
over thelr use ln Vietnam. Even lsraelrs use of CBUs has been scverely crltlclzed
ln Congress. Ue have lnstltuted speclal controls on CBUs provlded lsrael;
they can only bc used if "lsrael is cngaged in actlve gencral hostllltles wlth
thc regular anncd forces of onc or nore Arab states at a lcvel of armcd confllct
on the scale expcrlonccd durlng Junc 1967 and October 1973j)

- Ue should avold confllct with Congress over the salc of CBUs to llorocco
whlle we cre trylng to galn approval for the sale of AITACS to Saudl Arabla.

Jrl Statc appears to bc spllt on the lssuc. Thcre are factions both ln
thc Bureau and Pll that wlll welgh ln hcavlly agalnst lt, and the outcomc
remalns ln doubt.

fi0" balance, t bclleve you should recomend to State that vrc Ao ahead
wlth thls sale. The lmportance of our politico-mllltary rclatlonship, and
our need for contingency acccss to lloroccan facllltles, eppcar to mo to outr{clgh
the negatlvcs. At a mlnlmum, it ls lmportant to prcss State for a dcclslon.
(t<aUUej asked for an.carly reply.) A proposed letter to Sccrctary Clark ls
attached for your slgnature (taU a).
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